
We do not know how lon^ the Indlane had been «t5«ndiBg their 
euEKoere in the vicinity of Hat Sulphur Springs, and takin*- ©dTOntg. • of 
the cures obtained frora the "Medicine Bowl", or as we Imow tr.ea, ths hot 
•ulphur springs. Stories are told how the Indian backs would lead their 
ponlss iiite the hot pool and let the hot water pour down on their tired, 
sore backs, fhe hot pool as we now know I t w&s the original IndlKB |>ool 
which has lately been divided In order to mak» two separate |:K>O1S. 

Zt has been said that whan the f i r s t es^lorers entered this 
l i t t l e vallsor that ower a tlumsai^ Ute Ii^laas vsre caapad and had their 
akin vigiraata pitched on the terrltoiy thst Is now ths town site. 

In 18^, a trappar by the ram of Oua Eeader built the f i r s t 
oabia hare and i t stood about where the Section House now la located. 
In 1863, tha second cabin waa bnilt on about the site of the Johnson sua-
saer homa, and Charlla ITttar o l a l j s ^ to Imva built i t . In about the a^a 
yaar, Judga faaeott m.a aaid to have bnilt a aquattar'a cabin over a spring 
aaar tha hot pool* 

Mr. f. I . lyars foandad tha Uotksr Mountain lava asB. vaa at 

that %im i t * a pablii^ar, vas a o i T i l anginaar and antaring Mlddla Park on 

a surrasring tz^p urn and baeaas intarastiMl in tha fntnra p o s s i b l l l t i a t of 

tha hot springs, and i a 1864, Ite* l ^ r s arrangad to bay tim pro arty th&l 

^ spriags aad tha tosfasita i s loeatad oa ftoa tasan loshaaa. an Iadl»i 

sfaav, hy tha usa of i ^ t i s kaova aa Indiaa sorlpt. 

I a 1665, Ur, ̂ ym b u i l t Ms oabia north of t^a prasant bath 

hoasa. 



I n 1866 I d Chlpman and the Sunner hoys hullt a good hewed log 
houae eaat of the hot springe which was burned the following yaar by tha 
Indiana. 

I n 1874, Mr. Byara laid out the town s i t e of Hot Sulphur Seringa 
with h i s son Frank who was then ten years of age, acting as head chain raaa, 

and who relates that he w i l l never forget the event as the grass was t a l l 
and the mosquitoes were bad. 

to. M. H. Qaaaoa built the f i r s t building on the new town site i a 
1875. In was a hotel and was oalled the Gaason House, later the Md^paary 

HouM. fhla old landmark afterwarda became known aa the Metropolitan livery 
Stable, than Ux« Ghatflald Qaraga, aad atood opposite the Biverside Hotel, 
a j ^ waa torn down l a 1929. «ha original building was built of loss aad the 

lumbar in i t waa ihlp-aawad aarosa the rlvar fro where the Sheriff ranch 
i a now loeatad, aad floated down tha r i v e r on a raft, 

lira. Gaaaon waa the f i r s t whits woman to winter I n Hot Sulplsxr 
Spring, fha aoa, M. H,, waa one of the founders of tha Oraad County 
Pioaaar Soeiaty. 

15m f i r s t eosaplatad Mbia oat aids of tha hotel was that of t^e 

John ̂  l o l l i a a Bridia Oraw. I t was a f a i r slsad aad cooEtortabla dwalling 
sad was ballt oa tha rivar baak about whara tha town piai^ bouaa aow atands. 

I t was i a this oabia or dagoat that J . Barrlaoa Milla pal^^tad his 
aost faaious piotara, aad also whara tha f i r s t s < ^ l l a Oraad Owinty waa hold. 

I a tha aaas wiatar ̂  *IfeawM doya* bnilt thair eabias smawhara 

aaar irtiara tha Barias f i l l i n g sUtioa i s aow looatad, 

Ifr. Joha K Bia^b«i# «M tho only msSmr of tha party whst r^aainad, 

aa»i i t i a f*oa his dia»y that was writtsa batwsaa tha yaars of 1874-77 that 



©f otiT e a r l y h l s t o - y h - a Iseen preserved. Mr. HlrabJcuGh noved to Colorado 

9r*Tlrr^9 in 1877 where h© has mad© h i s hoase ever elrca, Ihirin^!: a racant " / I t i t 
to Hot Stilphur Spr ings , Sfr. Hlnb«-a#i r e e a l l e d r.ian;/ inter#?>t5,ng o c c u r - e n c a s , 

and I n 1923 Jaado a copy of h i s dlj^ry rn€ presonted I t to the P ioneer S o c i e t y 

n' Sr-'jid County, 

Mr. John Hollina started to h u i l d a hridg© aeror.s the r i v e r In 
X } a m h a r 1874, The piera are s t i l l standin,? and hold up what I s now known as 

tha aad B r i d g e . Mr. Holllns charged t o l l to every person c r o a s l n * ' > l̂s bri.dga 

u n t i l I t bacama tha property of Grand County. 

Mr. Hlmbaugh being a stone mason by tr^.da, superintandad the h u i l d -

Ing of the p ie i -a . Ho machinery of say kind waa used I n the c o n a t n a t i o n , 

fhe stone was qpiarrlad and rolled to position by hand. 
I t might be w e l l a t this t i n * to read sketchea from Mr. Hlmbau^»s 

dUkary which w i l l give ua a glinxpsa behind tha "Oiirtain of fima* into that 
world known to our pioneers* 

"lEhared^, Bsc. 34, 18741 Thanaoioatar l a 17 degreea below 
sero whan I go to work at bridge pier a t 7i30. Pat in f u l l day 
oa pier. I take siqppar with Stokaa • have lota o f coispany t i l l 
lata bad tiioa, talking orar plaaa to obserra Ohriatoas. 

I^idfsy, Dae. 2Si Up early, thaa go down to Stokaa* atora. 
fhay Biaka egg-mg eaoa^ to tx^at UM» entire population of Hot 
Solphnr Springs; a l l drink frasly, then Stokas, llagsstaff, Hook, 
end Boyar cosae hose with aa and a l l have braakfast a t our ranch, 
2warybody takaa dianar at Bridge Coapaay cas^ - a l l to aanaoa Houaa 
aad daneo at a i i ^ t , bat hara ao fflusio* 

Tuosday, Fsb. 2, 18751 K i i s has booa a torriblo day, tha 
worst o f tha soasoa; wlad blowing and snow flying, nobody works. 
Stokss aad I found paper and c a l l i t "Sho Middle l>ark Plaasuro 
Saakar", I write editorials and Stokss personal notes and date i t 
for 9sb. 6, 1875. 

Wad, m . 6t fork on bridgs, i s f i n s day. Gharlio Boyor 
starts for head of Park on snow shoos to soo i f ho can find R i i l l i p s 
or MOO mail for us. ^ 



Tncs. Feb. 3 : x snowy day. Royer can)© in wltl: tho : a i l . 
I foSt 19 l e t t e r s , f h i s the f i r s t .iuxil s ince D*.c. I ' . I s 
opened a t v^r houne and d i n t r l h u t s d . 

Wed. ?\ob. 17J Twenty-two below sero . 'Tor' e l ej.l Cy on 
p i a r . rfrlta l e t t e r s at ni.;ht, nnd t-'ro t h ^ "av t o J i ; j 'Uen'o 
as he i s to start ovar ths range on snowahoea. Len Polliird and 
3oc Porter caaie in on snoy-ihoea loolcirit; sf&H Tuey a Z o thu 
t r i p o f 65 nllaa in two and a hnlf days. 

Sat. 5iab. 27i Ute Indiana ride Into town or. ponloa. 
8un. TPnh. 28l The baslnass of the d£y w&s to swap for bucfc-

sklno with the Indiana. Coldest d.tt^r of the nanth was 32 below-
sero. 

March 1: Stonqy. I draft raap of Hot Sulphur Sprln^js toni-
site on nap of Grsjfid &>unty for C. Kouk, Comi.. C l e r k ôid 
recorder, 

Jul:' 5, 18751 (©le foturth being on Sunday), the main 
fastur© of the celebration waa horse-raclnej w i t l . tho Ute I n d i a n s 
during the afternoon. Dance at Oanson House at night, where 20 
own and four niajnrled isnjnien attended. Tiie dance l a s t e d u : i t i l wjut 
1:30 i n the morning and then the singing boy a aerenaded the 
nel^ b o r s until daylliiht." 

Skipping to J u l y 4, 1876i 
* I am busy a l l forenoon helping to decorate the rxall in 

H. S. S. for grand ball to come off tonight. 
Judge Stone opened the f i r a t term of Dlatrlct Court ever 

held i n (h>and County today. Stone read tha Declaration of 
Indopendaneo. Hobt. Morrlaon makec a few remarka. This eon-
oludaa the celebration for the day up to 3100 P. M. , Tfhan -re a l l 
go out to wat<^ the raeaa between the boy* a ponAea and the 
Indian* s poniea. The Utaa gat away with the irarae. Dancing 
bagina at 8t30. Supper at Kinney Houae at l^tOO. Dance atopa at 
2:00 A. M. At thia danco aa at a l l others, tlie boys wore buclp* 
skins suits which was a novelty to the tourists.* 

Mr. HinbaaajB̂ , aftar proapocting for limaatona took up a claim east 

of town i n what i a now known as Himbani^ Ouldh. There he built and bjtmad 

three l i i w k i l n s and fumlahad l i a a for the buildinga and ehianaya i n town, 
As Mp. Himhan^ was a well educated man, he also f i l l e d a number 

of o f f i c i a l positions. As Justioo of the Peace, he perforoed the f i r a t 



wmrrla^ c«r«aJony I n Qrand Oom^ty. 

As 8 r ^ n d s T to futuxo gonoratloas, UT, Uimbmx^ %t&U-M tlist 

•Ttigr lit oi cooking, l a c l a d i a g btkia;; b r t a d for the ̂ Kmm» B o y s * was done 

oTor m open f i r o plaoo, and 0TOZ7 piooo of furniture waa hand mdoi most 

of I t out of round tijobar. 

About tha l a s t o f Saptoi^sr, two man hy tha nsm of f. J . Stokss 
aad f . I . Brown, who had haen suimaar tourists tht year baforo from l l t s s l a s i p p l , 

hrou^t i a a stock of goods and started a store i n tlie huiXdlng i ^ i c h l a now 
owaod tfy Judge PottingaH. By reading their day book. I t seems that t h ^ must 
hawa sold ©yerything froa axs handles and clotlrios linos to coffee, cendJas, 
i[&lsksy, aad elothiiag. SMa store hoeaiae a trading post where the Indlrns 
swapped waat aad aldas for goods. A ^u^^itaia sheep sold for $6 .00 and ea 
aatalopo for |3«50. I t was also i a this atore that the f i r a t Post Offioa was 

located. 

iijttsM Ctounty ms fonasd i a 1875 aad was formerly a part of Soarait 
County. I t ooaqprisad s ^ t i s aow Jaeksoa, Moffat, Routt, and Qrand Courtios. 
Sho eoaaty saat was located &t Hot Sulphur Springs where i t rorsalned u n t i l tho 
ad.aing hooa and ineroasa i n popolation aortii of Grand Lake wben i t M s aorod 
to that town i n 1831. f hsa tlua *booa" subsided aiul the people l o f t tht ones 
thrivtag towns of Iiula and Oatfcill, tha County seat wmn again naovad and caaa 
bafOc to Sot tulptar Spring l a 1888« 

iiaay buffalo, elk, dear, aad antelope aboundad i n the h i l l s u n t i l 
ths yaar of 1 8 ^ i ^ a a band of Indians haadad by C^iof Golorov slang^terod 
tSun aad snl f i r a lo tho forests l a order to 4i«30urags aad driva out the 
wMtas. 

moor talas of Xadi«a soaras ara related by tha plonaors of this 



,#«tloa of tlio ooaniry, whioh aadod imay a t h r i l l to tho l l f o of tho 
oarly i o t t l m * 

» • Hli!a»ou|3i t o l l s 0 story of sa Indtsn who diod saa. was barlod 

m iim misl4« oast of his boaostosd. tho Indlaa ' s ooarsds ihoa proooodod 

to k U l a h w i f l f t a a a horsas that thay alght aoooa^mny him to his "Happy 

Bantlag 8r «aad * « I F * H i i ^ u ^ said i t was nooossary to mors his plaoo of 

roaid«ao« f a r a t ias* tha ladiaas thaa noTsd tholr osnp to tho h i l l wost 

of tsfva aad tha sqaam aoorafal holding s l l td^t soundod llko a paok of 

•oyotaa* 

Xa tl» spring of 18TB, Calwln Klaaoy started to hulld tho Klanoy 

E a t a l aliloli lator booaas a wary popalar tourist hotol* This spaaiooo aad 

•atfortsbla balXdlag vas baraod i a tha spring of X906* 

I t ssta also i n 1875 that Col* Crawford b u i l t a hoxiaa on the oomor 
of Qrand aad Esodook 8ts», whloh i s aow ownod by Krs* JTonos* 

Xn 3t76 a Post Off loo was ostabllsbod and waa looatad l a Brown 
aad Stokas store* B i l l I l a b a l l oarrlod tha stall oaoo a waoik from Ba^lraa 
l a tho wlator i t was iwoossary to vmke tho t r i p on snow ahooa with a t r a i l 
alad* B o f m that tlaa«tba settlors dopoadod oa porsoas going and oos^iig 
•war the range to carry their mail and the person who would not bring tho 

a a l l for oirMry aottlnr i n the Park waa oonsld«rod a wary mean oharaotor 
iadoed* 

0oeSBibar 12, W6, a aaa by tha naoa of i . s. Ban^ «ho shot tad 

k i l l a d hlasolf soasnrim wost of hmro, ass Iwpoaght I n by a aan on snow shoot 

sad t r a U alM. that was to s t a r t a ooaoUry* Mr. Hlaibati^ l a h i s B l a r y 

oaspa. " J * E amasa Mills and mjmaU •MtrnmA to toko oharg^ and aaloet a 

banrliif f l M * . Mr. MlUi had a book ooatainiag t a Isplooaal W 4 . i 
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